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E.O. 11652: N/ A 
TAGS: PINT MARR VS 

SUBJECT: DRP POLL INDICATES CAUTIOUS WELCOME FOR JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
SUMMARY: FIVE PROVINCE DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH TEAM SURVEY OF 5 14 
RESPONDENTS IN MR3 INDICATES SUBSTANTIAL AWARENESS (NO DOUBT CON- 
TINUING TO INCREASE) OF JUNE 13 JOINT COMMUNIQUE; GENERAL BELIEF 
THAT COMMUNISTS WILL NOT RESPECT "REAL CEASE-FIRE/; MAJORITY AGREE- 
MENT THAT DELINEATION OF ZONES OF CONTROL IS GOOD FOR SVN PEOPLE, 

AND AT THE SAME TIME, LARGE SUPPORT FOR IDEA THAT IT MIGHT NOT 
BE GOOD FOR THE NATION BECAUSE IT ENHANCES STATUS AND POWER OF PRG; 
ALMOST EVENLY DIVIDED OPINION ON WHETHER SVN PARTIES WILL EVER 
ACHIEVE POLITICAL SOLUTION ENVISAGED BY AGREEMENT AND COMMUNIQUE; 
MAJORITY VIEW THAT COMMUNIQUE IS BASICALLY GOOD FOR SVN PEOPLE, 

AND ADVANTAGEOUS TO GVN; AND DIVIDED VIEW ABOUT WHO WILL BE IN 
CHARGE IN SVN ONE YEAR FROM NOW. COMMENT: MANY RESPONSES REFLECT 
LONG-HELD SVN VIEW THAT THEIR FATE IS IN HANDS OF BIG POWERS, 

ALTHOUGH THIS MAKES THEM MORE OPTIMISTIC THAN IT HERETOFORE BECAUSE 
THEY THINK BIG POWERS HAVE AGREED ON A SETTLEMENT IN SVN. 

RESPONSES INDICATE RELATIVE EFFECTIVENESS OF GVN PROPAGANDA 
ON AGREEMENT AND COMMUNIQUE IN GVN-CONTROLLED AREAS IN 
WHICH POLL WAS TAKEN. MOST AMBIVALENCE WAS EXHIBITED IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BIENH 00308 01 OF 02 191101Z 

RESPONSES ON DELINEATION OF ZONES OF CONTROL, WITH MAJORITY 
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BELIEVING THAT THIS IS GOOD FOR SVN PEOPLE, WHILE AT SAME 

TIME MANY PEOPLE FEAR IT WILL ENHANCE PRG STATUS AND LEAD 

TO PERMANENT DIVISION OF THE COUNTRY. END SUMMARY AND COMMENT. 

FROM JUNE 18 TO JULY 10. MR3 DEVELOPMENT REASEARCH TEAMS 
ASKED 514 RESPONDENTS IN 29 HAMLETS OF 14 VILLAGES OF 13 
DISTRICTS OF GIA DINH, BIEN HOA, BINH DUONG, HAU NGHIA, AND 
LONG AN PROVINCE WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF THE JUNE 13 JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE. RESULTS FOLLOW: 

1. Q. ARE YOU AWARE OF THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE? 

A. WELL AWARE- 12 PERCENT (60 RESPONDENTS) 

AWARE— 33 PERCENT (172) 

VAGUELY AW ARE-47 PERCENT (238) 

UNAWARE— 8 PERCENT (44) 

(COMMENT: MOST OF SURVEY WAS CONDUCTED A FEW DAYS 
AFTER THE COMMUNIQUE HAD BEEN PUBLISHED; NO DOUBJT THE 
DEGREE OF AWARENESS HAS SINCE INCREASED). 

2. Q. WILL THE PARTIES RESPECT THE "REAL CEASE-FIRE"? 

A. BOTH WILL-24 PERCENT (122 RESPONDENTS) - SOME 

OF WHOM EXPLAINED THAT THE COMMUNIQUE REPRESENTED 
A SETTLEMENT AMONG THE US, USSR, AND PRC, WITH 
WHICH SOUTH VIETNAMESE PARTIES HAVE NO CHOICE 
BUT TO COMPLY. 

GVN WILL BUT PRG WONT-60 PERCENT (317)- 
THESE RESPONDENTS DIDNT TRUST THE COMMUNISTS AND 
CONSIDERED THAT THEY WERE THE PRINCIPAL VIOLATORS 
OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT. SOME POINTED TO THE PRG 
ARREST OF THE CANADIAN ICCS MEMBERS AS PROOF OF 
LACK OF COMMUNIST GOODWILL. 

PRG MIGHT BUT GVN MIGH NOT-2 PERCENT(ll)- 
THESE BIEN HOA RESPONDENTS THOUGHT COMMUNISTS 
MIGHT BE SATISFIED WITH CEASE-FIRE BECAUSE IT 
SATISFIES THEIR DEMAND FOR LAND, WHILE GVN. FOR 
FEAR OF LOSING LAND, MIGHT VIOLATE IT. SOME 
CITED THE GVN'S RECAPTURE OF LAND IN BINH DINH 
AND ITS DESTRUCTION OF VC STRONGHOLDS AT THAC LAC 
CANAL IN CHUONG THIEN. 

NEITHER WILL-4 PERCENT (19) 

NO OPINION -8 PERCENT (45) 

3. Q. IS THE DELINEATION OF ZONES OF CONTROL GOOD OR 
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BAD FOR THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE? 

A. GOOD-41 PERCENT (209) RESPONDENTS) WHO THOUGHT 
IT WOULD PREVENT VC INFILTRATION INTO GVN CONTROLLED 
AREAS, AND RELIEVE THE PEOPLE FROM "TWO YOKES ON 
ONE NECK" (I.E. TAXATION BY BOTH PARTIES), THE 
FEAR OF BEING KILLED IN THE CROSSFIRE, AND RESTRIC- 
TIONS ON MAKING THEIR LIVING. 

BOTH GOOD AND BAD-28 PERCENT (145) WHO THOUGHT 
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IT MIGHT BE GOOD FOR THE PEOPLE, BUT BAD FOR THE 
NATION, BECAUSE IT WOULD LEAD TO THE CESSION OF 
TERRITORY TO THE COMMUNISTS. 

BAD-20 PERCENT (104) WHO SAID THAT CONCEDING 
ANY ZONE OF CONTROL TO THE NLF IS LIKE "HARBORING 
A WASP IN YOUR SLEEVE"- IT WILL SATISFY THE 
NLF'S OBJECTIVES OF RECOGNITION AS A SEPARTATE 
ENTITY WITH TERRITORY. MOREOVER, THE PEOPLE IN 
THE TERRITORY TO BE SURRENCERED WOULD LEAVE 
THE TERRITORY BECAUSE OF THEIR AVERSION TO COM- 
MUNISM, AND THE GVN WOULD HAVE TO SPEND A LOT OF 
MONEY TO RESETTLE THEM. 

NO OPINION- 1 1 PERCENT (56) 

4. Q. IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, WILL THE SOUTH VIETNAMES 
PARTIES AGREE ON A POLITICAL SOLUTION CONSISTENT 

WITH THE PARIS AGREEMENT AND THE COMMUNIQUE? 

A. YES-38 PERCENT (200 RESPONDENTS), WHO THOUGHT 
THEY HAD NO CHOICE SINCE THE THREE BIG POWERS HAD 
ALREADY AGREED AMONG THEMSELVES. 

NO-37 PERCENT 187), WHO SAID THE COMMUNISTS CANT 
BE TRUSTED, WHILE THE GVN ONLY SIGNED THE COMMUNIQUE 
UNDER OUTSIDE PRESSURE. 

NO COMMENT-25 PERCENT (127) 

5. Q. IS THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE GOOD OR BAD FOR THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE? WHY? 

A. GOOD-49 PERCENT (252 RESPONDENTS) WHO THOUGHT 
THAT THE GREATER PRECISION OF THE COMMUNIQUE WOULD 
MAKE IT EASIER TO PREVENT COMMUNIST VIOLATIONS, 

OR THAT IT WOULD AT LEAST TEMPORARILY LIMIT 
HOSTILITIES. 

BOTH GOOD AND BAD-21 PERCENT (190) WELCOMED 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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